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WFTOA	Welcomes	in	the	New	Year	2026!!	
 

Greetings from the Director 
 

Hello WFTOA members, 
 
The 2025 annual conference turned out to be another great year for field 
training. Our conference was a success, and attendance was steady with 
newcomers and regular attendees. We had Matt Dolan present on Field 
Training matters, Chris Prochut on the Mental well-being of officers, 
Sauk County DA for legal update, and Jeff Miller for Communications. 
 
We had a lighter side of the legal update from the Sauk County DA and 
Sauk County Corp Council. These gentlemen continue to present a well-
versed legal update for all to understand. Matt Dolan from Dolan            
Consulting presented current matters of field training. It was great       
material presented from all our presenters.    
 
The location and hotel set up for food, vendors, and classroom proved to 
be very accommodating once again. The networking in the hospitality 
room always proves to be a vital part of the conference, attendees can 
interact with people from other agencies over a football game, boat ride, 
cornhole games, and golf.   
 
The WFTOA board wishes to thank all the supporters of businesses and   
individuals that help us with our annual training seminar. We cannot do it 
without you. 
 
2026 looks to be exciting. The board continues to plan speakers, events, 
and ideas for the conference. We rely on our membership for ideas on 
speakers and other matters of our training seminar. Our attendance is 
holding steady, but we always look forward to new people and more  
people attending.  Please spread the word to your agency and coworkers 
to attend a great training at a reasonable cost. 
 
On behalf of the board, we wish all of you a safe and Happy New Year in 
training.  
 
WFTOA is seeking candidates for FTO of the Year.  Nominate that          
deserving FTO that makes a difference in training.    
 
 
Be Safe and Happy New Year! 
Kevin Otto 
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Tim Dexter 
My name is Tim Dexter and I'm a Deputy with the Washington County Sheriff's Office. I grew up in Washing-
ton County, and this is the only agency I have ever worked for. 2026 will be my 16th year in Law Enforce-
ment. I currently work dayshift patrol. Along with being an FTO I am a certified accident reconstructionist. 
  

 

Melissa Altschwager 
Melissa is the Jail Lieutenant at the Columbia County Sheriff’s Office.  Hailing from the Northwoods, she be-
gan her corrections career in Oneida County in 2012, and has been Field Training since 2016. Off duty she 
resides in Dane County with her husband and two sons and English Springer. She enjoys the outdoors, baking, 
and crafting. 
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FTO	of	the	Year/Evaluations	
FTO of the Year: Joseph Belisle 

 

Officer Belisle works for the Fond du Lac 

PD and has been a FTO since 2020. He 

has proven to be one of the most       

reliable and dedicated FTOs within the 

department. He has consistently 

stepped up when needed, oŌen     

training mulƟple probaƟoners with liƩle 

Ɵme between phases, and never backs 

down from a challenge. The agency  

noƟced a performance gap between 

phases 2 and 3 of training. Since Officer 

Belisle  began training phase 2, this gap 

has decreased significantly.  

 

Officer Belisle is dependable,              

supporƟve, approachable, and a       

consistent source of knowledge and 

guidance for new officers.  He            

consistently goes above and beyond in 

service to his department and his      

impact on the agency and its future 

officers sets him apart from others. 

 

EvaluaƟons: 

Once again, we received a lot of great 

informaƟon to help us plan the 2026 

annual conference. The board read 

through the evaluaƟons at our first 

meeƟng aŌer the compleƟon of the    

conference.  

There were two evaluaƟon winners 

picked out of the pile of evaluaƟons 

forms. Shayn Thornton and Tracy     

Hensen each won $25.00. 

CongratulaƟons! 

WE ENCOURAGE MEMBERS TO FILL OUT EVALUATIONS TO PROVIDE NEW IDEAS FOR OUR 
NEXT CONFERENCE 

NEW BOARD MEMBERS 



Ray O’ Herron 

WI F.O.P. 

C.O.P.S. 

WI DOJ 

L.E.T.O. 

 

 

Michels CorporaƟon  

WI DOJ 

Chula Vista 

Ray O’ Herron 

Holtz Builders Inc 

Up the River, Inc. 

Lake Delton State Bank 

Boomtown Saloon 

Chalet Lanes 

Ponderosa 

Moosejaw Pizza 

Kalahari Development 

The Bank of Mauston 

The Elwood Agency—State Farm 

 ProBass vest & fishing pole: Rhonda Prill 

 Infrared heater w/Buffalo Phil’s: Dawn Herzig 

 Loaded dice, birdhouse, wine tools, w/

Mission BBQ: Anthony Derrico 

 CraŌsman Weedwhacker: Rhonda Prill 

 Luggage w/Cimaroli’s: Rhonda Prill 

 Fenwick rod & reel: Melissa Altschwager 

 Watergate electric fireplace: Tracy Hensen 

 Golf 4‐some w/cart at Wildrock: Anthony 

Derrico 

 CraŌsman Trimmer: Dawn Herzig 

 Birdhouse/blanket w/Cimaroli’s: Rhonda Prill 

 Pflueger spinning reel & vest: Dan Hess 

 Clay MaƩhews autographed football: Levi 

Barske 

 12V oscillaƟng mulƟ‐tool: Melissa              

Altschwager 

 Brewer jacket and jersey: Dan Hess 

 Holiday Shores 3‐night camping stay w/ 

Scheels: Dawn Herzig 

 Wisconsin package: Dawn Herzig  

 Electric grill, packer mugs, sterno & knife: Nick 

Garro 

 Party cooler: Nick Garro 

 Packer chairs: Stephen Heili 

 Sapphire earrings w/Rivers Edge: Joseph 

Nelson 

 Charlie Berens CD w/Madison Nightmares 

Ɵckets: Jamie Keller 

 Shelving w/MooseJaw & Rivers Edge: Kevin 

OƩo 

 Holly Hakes basket w/Buffalo Phil’s: Rhonda 

Prill 

 Tabletop gas firebowl w/MooseJaw: Dawn 

Herzig 

 Ziegler Wine package: Tracy Hensen 

 Aaron Rodgers autographed mini helmet: 

Robert Hatch 

 Starbucks package w/afghan: JusƟne Leh‐

mann 

 1‐Night stay at Chula Vista: Jeff Small 

 Jumper cables, ratchet, straps, tools w/

MooseJaw: Kevin OƩo 

 Birdhouse, wax melts w/Dells DisƟllery:   

Landon Koenig 

 Sterno, knife, mug w/MooseJaw: Joe Belisle 

 Wine, Bath  & Body w/Bobbers: Megan    

Kamien 

 Packer package: Jeff Small 

 HunƟng package: Rhonda Prill 

 $100 Del Bar: William Blake 

 Ryan Braun autographed baseball: Liza Barth 

 Bloody Mary basket w/ blanket & Rivers Edge: 

Jamie Keller 

 Bobby PorƟs autographed photo: Andy     

Brutlag 

 Jrue Holiday autographed photo: John 

Kratochwill 

 18V cordless drill: Rhonda Prill 

 1‐Night stay Wilderness: Chad Beres 

 Ruby earrings w/Rivers Edge: Tracy Hensen 

 ProBass vest & fishing pole: Alexis Ostrum 

 Charlie Berens CD & Madison Mallards: Dan 

Hess 

 4‐some w/ cart at Christmas Mtn: Anthony 

Derrico 

 1‐Night Chula Vista: Chad Beres 

 Pflueger reel & lures: Lillian Russell 

 Bighorn grill: Brandon Jerome 

 Booze wagon: Robert Hatch 

 Beef Cooler: Anthony Rauch 

 Pork Cooler: Megan Kamien 

 Glock 43X (or equipment from Ray O’Herron 

valued at $450): William Blake 

 Professional Firearm Services Taurus 605: 

Jason Rice 

Vendors/Donations	

Rafϐle	Winners	

THANK YOU TO ALL OUR VENDORS AND ALL THE COMPANIES THAT PROVIDED THEIR    
CONTINUED SUPPORT OF OUR ORGANIZATION 

We want to thank our vendors that aƩended our conference and provided product donaƟons to our aƩendees as raffles giŌs.  

We also want to thank the companies that provided us with monetary donaƟons that went towards speaker fees at our conference.  

  This year’s vendors were:                 WFTOA received donaƟons from the following companies: 
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The purpose for which this AssociaƟon has been organized are as follows: 

A.  Create and insƟll a working relaƟonship between field training officers, their agencies, 

and the public. 

B.  Sharing ideas and new techniques used by field training officers, administrators, and    

educators.  

C.  Provide training seminars, conferences, and research of educaƟonal methods used for 

improving field training. 

D.  Educate the membership and the public regarding the necessity of formal field training 

programs. 

E.  Keep the membership informed of current legislaƟve changes and judicial decisions. 

F.  ApplicaƟons of new trends in field training environments. 

G.  Support of, and assistance to, the membership with problems or concerns.  

PURPOSE OF OUR ORGANIZATION 
 

 

 

WFTOA is an educaƟonal and 

professional associaƟon  

concerned with apprenƟceship 

training (commonly referred to as 

Field Training Officers concept) 

for patrol, communicaƟons  and 

correcƟons personnel. 

 

Educators, administrators and 

other criminal jusƟce pracƟƟon‐

ers are also encouraged to  

parƟcipate. 

 

WFTOA 

710 2nd Avenue 
Eau Claire, WI 54703 
 

Phone: 715-839-6274 
Fax: 715-839-6269 
E-mail: www.wftoa.org 


